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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 1-3, 7 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Martensson (US 6,397,547). 

Regarding claim 1, Martensson ('547) teaches a flooring system comprising a 
carrying panel with edges (See col. 3, //. 31-42 and FIG-2, panel #1 with groove #6 and 
tongue #7.J, the edges being provided with means for joining (See FIG-2, groove #10 and 
snapping web #9 for joining.), the carrying panel further being provided with an upper 
side and a lower side wherein the flooring system comprises a plurality of panels (See 
FIG-2, panels #1 and col. 2 } II. 30-63.) where each panel is provided with an upper 
decorative surface and that the flooring system comprises panels with at least two of the 
decorative surfaces selected from the group consisting of a thermosetting composite, a 
thermoplastic composite, and a thermoplastic foil, (See col. 3 } II. 23-30 and FIG-2, #1. 
Furthermore, the claim does not require the surfaces to be different, thus, there can be 
two or more of the same type.). 




FIG. 2 
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Regarding claim 2, Martensson ('547) teaches wherein the edges are provided 
with snap-joining functionality (See FlG-2, groove #10 and snapping web #9.). 

Regarding claim 3, Martensson C547) teaches wherein the edges are provided 
with pre-applied glue (See col. 2, II. 43-47 and col. 4, II. 6-11.). 

Regarding claim 7, Martensson ('547) teaches wherein the thermoplastic 
composite comprises thermoplastic materials selected from the group consisting of 
polyvinyl chloride, and polyethylene (See col. 3, II. 23-27.). 

Regarding claim 11, Martensson ('547) teaches wherein the thermoplastic foil is 
selected from the group consisting of polyvinyl chloride, polyethylene and polypropylene 
(See col 3, II 23-27.). 

2. Claims 1, 4-6, 8-9 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sjolin et al. (US 6,375,777). 

Regarding claim 1, Sjolin (777) teaches a flooring system comprising a carrying 
panel with edges (See col. 1 } II. 4-58 wherein the panels clearly have edges.), said edges 
being provided with means for joining (See col. 1, II. 4-58 wherein the edges are joinable 
as all edges are.), said carrying panel further being provided with an upper side and a 
lower side wherein the flooring system comprises a plurality of panels (See col. 1, II. 4-58 
wherein the panels clearly have upper/lower sides and wherein panels are located in the 
thickness direction and panels are present in each later section.) where each panel is 
provided with an upper decorative surface and that the flooring system comprises panels 
with at least two of the decorative surfaces selected from the group consisting of a 
thermosetting composite, a thermoplastic composite, and elastomeric foil, a thermoplastic 
foil, a metal sheet, a fabric, a mineral and a mineral composite (See col. 1, II. 4-58, col. 3, 
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//. 5-14 and col. 4, II. 60-64 wherein the surfaces are decorative. Furthermore, the claim 
does not require the surfaces to be different). 

Regarding claim 4, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the thermosetting composite 
comprises cellulose and amino resin (See col. 1, II. 46-58 and col. 4, II. 40-56.). 

Regarding claim 5, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the amino resin is melamine- 
formaldehyde resin (See col. 1, II. 48-59, col. 4, II. 27-56 and col. 6, II. 12-31). 

Regarding claim 6, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the thermosetting composite 
further comprises hard particles selected from the group consisting of aluminium oxide, 
silicon oxide and silicon carbide, the particles having an average particles size in the 
range 50 nm-150 /L/m (See col. 4, II. 60-64.). 

Regarding claim 8, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the thermosetting composite 
comprises a radiation curing resin (See col. 1, II. 48-59, col A, II. 27-56 and col. 6, II. 12- 
31 wherein the resin can clearly he cured by radiation.). 

Regarding claim 9, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the thermosetting composite 
further comprises hard particles selected from the group consisting of aluminium oxide, 
silicon oxide and silicon carbide, the particles having an average particle size in the range 
50 nm-150 urn (See col. 4, II. 60-64.). 

Regarding claim 13, Sjolin (777) teaches wherein the decorative surface is 
provided with a surface structure (See col. 3, II. 49-57.). 

3. Claims 1 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sjoberg et al. (WO 02/47906). 

Regarding claim 1 , Sjoberg ('906) teaches a flooring system comprising a carrying 
panel with edges (See p. 1, II. 16-25 floor laminate with edges.), said edges being 
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provided with means for joining (See p. 1, II. 16-25 wherein the panel clearly has edges 
and all edges can clearly be joined.), the carrying panel further being provided with an 
upper side and a lower side wherein the flooring system comprises a plurality of panels 
(See p. 1, II. 16-25 wherein the plurality of panels have upper/lower sides.), where each 
panel is provided with an upper decorative surface and that the flooring system 
comprises panels with at least two of the decorative surfaces selected from the group 
consisting of a thermoplastic composite and a thermoplastic foil (See p. 2, II. 15-22. 
Furthermore, the claim does not require the surfaces to be different, thus, there can be 
two or more of the same type.). 

Regarding claim 10, Sjoberg ('906) teaches wherein the elastomeric foil is 
thermoplastic elastomers (See p. 2, II. 15-22.). 

4. Claims 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pervan (US 2002/0007609). 

Regarding claim 1 , Pervan ('609) teaches a flooring system comprising a carrying 
panel with edges (See para. 62 and FIG-6, panels #1 and #1'.), the edges being provided 
with means for joining (See para. 62 and FIG-6, wherein panels #1 and #1' are joined by 
tongues #38 and grooves #36.), the carrying panel further being provided with an upper 
side and a lower side wherein the flooring system comprises a plurality of panels (See 
para. 62 and FIG-6, panels #1 with upper/lower sides.), where each panel is provided 
with an upper decorative surface are a metal sheet (See paras. 9 and 62 and FIG-6, 
panels #1 and #1'. Furthermore, the claim does not require the surfaces to be different, 
thus, there can be two or more of the same type.). 
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The invention 



Regarding claim 12, Pervan ('609) teaches wherein the metal sheet is aluminium 
foil (See para. 9.). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brent T. O'Hern whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0496. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday, 9:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on (571) 272-0996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have 
questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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